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Earlier this year, Pastor Jan asked me to join the Committee on Stewardship and Finance
for East Shore Church. Il was flattered [
volunteered on a church committee before,
expected of me. My anxiety proved to be unfounded as | was immediately welcomed

i nto the group and began to | earn about t

The first task of every year is to create an annual budget. We are charged with being

good stewards of the gifts that God has blessed us with, so everything from utility bills

to church programs is carefully consi der e
rest of the

congregation about the churchdéds finances.

Recentl vy, | was asked to write an articl e
committee. Here are a few of the many bl
becoming more involved with the business of the church.

First, | 6ve devel oped a clearer understar
firstthand t he 1 mpact that our offerings have
combined gifts (of time and money) are a powerful tool capable of positively impacting

our church, our community and the world.

l 6m a relatively new member of the congr e
Committee has given me the opportunity to learn how East Shore goes about the
business of sharing Christds | ove. Al s o,
people who are passionate and committed to making East Shore Church everything that

it can be.

| 6m very th n
has been a

to give.

nkful for th opport y t he
|l essing. | 6 certai a

a e rtunit
b m ain that | ¢

Scott Bofinger
Stewardship and Finance Committee



From our Senior Pastor - Making Waves

Dear Friends in Christ,

As many of you know, Jim and | took a wonderful trip to California to visit our daughter and-tom in

July. We traveled by AMTRAK. Now we had not ridden the train before for any length of time, so it was an
adventure as well as a vacation. It took us 2 1/2 days to get to California and 2 1/2 days to get home. We
traveled through all kinds of terrain, met all kinds of people, walked among the different cars and played a ot
of Scrabble. It was a great way to see the country and an even greater way to see our kids.

The train now has become one of my favorite analogies for the church. Stay with me now! The train is pulle
by the engine (Christ) along the tracks (Godds p
purposes (gifts) to supply the needs (share, care, prayer) to the passengers (the people of the world) who ar
their way (life) to their destination (salvation.)

While traveling we went through many train stations and rail yards that had empty;ltoiehg cars sitting

on tracks that led to no where. They might have once been hooked up to the engine, but were now discon-
nected to the power. They might have been useful at one time, but now sat forlornly in a vast sea of emptine
Train cars by themselves cannot travel. They do not have the power within them to move forward. One can
have a coach car filled with people who have the desire to move on the right track, but until they are hooked
to the engine, they are not going anywhere.

Jesus Christ wildl move the church along the trac
and any church forward. It may seem that we are chugging along slowly at times, but when full speed is
attained, there is little that can stop her.

What kind of car is East Shore? |l s she a ASl eep
ALounge Car; 0 a great place to meet and greet fr
ing physical and spiritual meals to travelers al
to give them a better view of the worl d? |l s she
the potential to be friends? |l s she a ABaggage
you had lost? As long as she is linked closely to the engine and being pulled on the right tracks, the answer
all of the above is fAYes! o The engine is Christ

East Shore is on the right track and is being pulled by a powerful engine. Get ready for a new year, because
this train is on the move. AAlI'l Aboard!! o
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Blessings,

Pastor Jan



From our Associat@astor

AUNEXPECTED STORMSO
Matthew 8:23-26

Then Jesus got into a boat and his disciples followed him. Without warning, a furi
ous storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus

was sl eeping. The disciples went and
i ng to drown! o He replied, Ayou of |
up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. The men
were amazed and asked, nWhat Kkind of

obey him!o

Posted on East Shore Churchdés website is the abo
Scripture meditatively; I was farrestedo by the
reading of the text; but was prevented from further reading. So, | stopped. Like the cow chewing its cud, | be:
gan ruminating on the words Awithout warning. oo

|l considered the Atempests of | ifeodo that befall
nosis of terminal iliness, a ndaerminal ailment or any form of sickness that renders us temporarily or perma-
nently incapacitated, the sudden | oss of employm
devastate our internal and external worl ds. See
ence and provide advance warning to prepare for
unfair; and somet i me s-oraot greseni@roodr afflidtien @r pkglot. Adi st ant

Deus Abscondituss t he Latin term used to describe the fce
human suffering. I beli eve we experience Godos
plete satisfaction, and are forced to hold in tension the existence of a loving and merciful God with the reality
of suffering in the created order. Additionally, desires to pray, read sacred text, or even

attend holy service wane.

The Astorms of | ifeo rage, its billows threaten
we are drowning. But , |l i ke Jesusd6 then Disciple
One who made wind and rain, the One who ordered the chaotic and unruly waters in Genesis chapter 1 can
calm our Astorms, o our fears and anxieties.

Jesus is not fasleep,0 as it relates to divine ¢
i ssues, and the 1|ike God is fipresento in our 0
in his own way and in his own time.

As | journey in the Son fiunder the sun, o0 | am | e

world of difference as | seek to persevere in and through all manner of human suffering and pain.
Blessings,

Pastor Jacqueline Bennett






