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 November 2008 

East Shore Church - United Methodist,      Euclid, OH 44123 

through our prayers, presence, gifts and service. 

A PA announcement was made by the Principal of Euclid High School. ñAll students report to 

the auditorium.ò I moved quickly to my assigned seat in the auditorium (I belonged to the 

1950ôs ñDocileò student generation.) 

 

The Principal introduced to the students, E. Stanley Jones, a famous Methodist missionary to 

India. He gave an INSPIRATIONAL message to the students during which he quoted John 

Wesleyôs statement that ñThe World is my Parish.ò 

 

It is through Christ that one can achieve a whole life and serve others. The Gospel of Christ is 

offered to all in the world. As Christians and Methodists ñThe World is my Parish.ò 

 

E. Stanley Jonesô message affirmed the world, people, and life. High ideals. I was very  

impressed with E. Stanely Jones. His message became part of my spiritual development. 

 

It has been many years since I heard E. Stanely Jonesô message. My life continues with its 

usual realities and changes. As a Christian, Methodist, and educator, I have tried to live 

(imperfectly) and affirm the Gospel of Christ through education, tolerance, and good-will to 

all. 

 

The Methodist Church has been a spiritual guide in my life. The church has provided me with 

many opportunities to develop spiritually and serve others. I am now a member of the Finance 

Committee. For the past three years, I have been a ñmoney counterò and ñnumbers cruncher.ò 

It takes money to live and serve in a local and world parish. 

 

I have served with committed Finance Committee members. With them I have learned about 

developing a church budget and the importance of financial support by the congregation to 

meet the financial and spiritual needs of the church. 

 

East Shore UMC is part of Godôs World Parish and through my Finance Committee service, 

increased financial support, and stewardship, I have been able to affirm the Gospel of Christ in 

my life. 

 

Charles Stenger 
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From our Senior Pastor  -  Making Waves 

 

         
 

While reading a daily devotional book entitled, Dare to Journey with Henri Nouwen written by Charles 

Ringma, I found a reflection about community that spoke to me about the church.  Ringma states, 

 

    ñCommunity is not built by wishful thinking.  It is not achieved by 

 dreaming.  It does not come about simply by longing for a place of 

 friendship, meaningful relationships, and solidarity.  Neither is 

 community achieved only by prayer. 

    Community, that fragile gift of commonality, is built on deeds. 

  It comes about when people are prepared to love and serve each 

  other.  It emerges when we are prepared to find meaningful 

  common goals and purposes.  It grows when we can continue 

  to find sufficient reasons to journey together.  And it becomes 

  rich when it encourages diversity within unity.ò  (Reflection 56) 

 

As we approach the holiday season, many of us have dreams or wishes about what the church should be as we 

strive to be examples of a thankful people, an anticipating fellowship of believers in Advent and a celebrative 

group who understand the true meaning of Christmas.  And yet, have we reached that status of community, 

that ñfragile gift of commonality?ò 

 

How are you planning to love and serve each other in the coming months?  Is it enough to be thankful for what 

we have received or should we also be thankful for the opportunities we have to give to others?  Is it enough to 

be in anxious anticipation for the coming of the Lord in our own lives or should we also be helping others  

understand why we are so anxious?   Is it enough that we have the people and the parties and the packages to 

celebrate Christmas in our customary way or should we be reaching out to those who have no one, no place, or 

no things with which to celebrate the birth of Jesus? 

 

This is not about guilt, this is about community!  This is not about necessarily changing your lives, but sharing 

that life with others.  This is about finding our meaningful common goals and purposes.  This is about  

knowing there are many reasons for us to journey together.  This is about celebrating our diversity by coming 

together in unity. 

 

A growing community recognizes the joy in the journey together and wants to invite others to join.  A rich 

community recognizes the blessings of having people of all ages, races and walks of life in their midst.  A true 

community seeks to be Christ to each other and recognize the Christ in all.  My goal for the holidays is to  

encourage East Shore to be the community God intends her to be, not through wishful thinking, but through 

deeds! 

 

Blessings, 

P.J. 
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A Time for Everything 
Gleanings from Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The seasons are changing again - not just in the physical realm; but in the spiritual realm as 

well. Change is due and is a natural part of the renewal cycle of life. As I meditated on the 

above-mentioned text; I could not help but ask of the Lord the following question: ñWhat time 

is it?ò 

 

It is time to start afresh (vv. 1). Certain things must end in order to give way to the new 

(whatever it may be). Death, in any of its forms is not finality; but serves as preparation for the 

next stage of the renewal cycle or journey. All of creation seems to adhere to some form of 

seasonal transformation. 

 

 In my research on eagles, I learned that when eagles are about 30 years old, they move 

through a renewal process. They seek out a secret place high in the mountains, and begin to 

claw at their faces, removing feathers that have been damaged over time. Consequently, the 

animal bleeds profusely; however, this process is crucial if the eagle wishes to live to out its 

full years (40 years). 

 

Humans are no different. We must part with and give up certain maladaptive behaviors and sin

-habits that are debilitating and destructive to our complete wellness. Resolution and  

healing of unresolved past ñissuesò and ñwounded-nessò are crucial for optimum health and 

wholeness. 

 

Change is needed; refusal to submit to its dictates will result in stagnation, lack of progress and 

prolonged ñwilderness wanderings.ò It is time to let go (vv. 6) of those things that hinder and 

retard personal growth and experience the ñabundant lifeò that Jesus promised (John 10:10). 

 

It is time to move onward, forward, and upward in the name of Christ. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Jacqueline Bennett 

From our Associate Pastor 
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The Seed Project (Daily Bible Reading for 2008) 
 

Mark 4:26-27 NRSV 

 He also said, ñThe kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep 

and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how.ò 

 

Mark 4:30-32 NRSV 

 He also said, ñWith what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it?  It is 

like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, yet when it is 

sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the 

air can make nests in its shade.ò 

 

Read a little each day.  Let the word of God that has been planted grow within you. 

 

November 2008 

 1  II Chronicles 12:1-16  Shishak Attacks Jerusalem 

 2  II Chronicles 13:1-14:1 Abijah, King of Judah 

 3  II Chronicles 14:2-15  Asa, King of Judah 

 4  II Chronicles 15:1-19  Asaôs Reform 

 5  II Chronicles 16:1-14  Asaôs Last Years 

 6  II Chronicles 17:1-19  Jehoshaphat, King of Judah 

 7  I Kings 16:29-17:6  Ahab Becomes King of Israel 

 8  I Kings 17:7-24  The Widow of Zarephath 

 9  I Kings 18:1-46  Elijah Challenges the Prophets of Baal 

10  I Kings 19:1-21  Elijah Flees from Jezebel 

11  I Kings 20:1-43  Ben-Hadad Attacks Samaria 

12  I Kings 21:1-28  Nabothôs Vineyard 

13  I Kings 22:1-28  Micaiah the Prophet 

14  I Kings 22:29-40  Ahab is Killed at Ramoth Gilead 

15  II Chronicles 19:1-11  Jehoshaphat Returns to Jerusalem 

16  II Chronicles 20:1-21:3  Jehoshaphatôs Reign in Judah 

17  II Kings 1:1-18  The Lordôs Judgment on Ahaziah 

18  II Kings 2:1-18  Elijah is Taken up to Heaven 

19  II Kings 5:1-27  Naaman is Healed of Leprosy 

20  II Kings 6:1-7:2  Samaria is Besieged 

21  II Kings 7:3-20  The Siege is Lifted 

22  II Kings 9:1-37  Jehu is Anointed King of Israel 

23  II Kings 10:1-36   Jehu Kills Ahabôs Family 

24  II Kings 11:1-21  Athaliah and Joash 

25  II Chronicles 24:1-27  Joash Repairs the Temple 

26  II Chronicles 25:1-28  Amaziah, King of Judah 

27  II Chronicles 26:1-23  Uzziah, King of Judah 

28  II Kings 16:1-20  Ahaz, King of Judah 

29  II Kings 17:1-41  The Last King of Israel 

30  II Kings 18:1-37  Hezekiah Becomes King of Judah 
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11/1 Marion Knack 

 Sam Habenschuss 

11/2 Scott Bofinger 

11/18 Rosemarie Wright 

11/10 Michael Lawrence 

11/11 Jean Day 

11/12 Jim Matilo 

 Marc Stauffer 

11/13 Steve Polter 

11/14 Bob Jones 

 Matthew OôDonnell 

11/15 Randy Vogt 

11/16 Ben Weaver 

11/17 Megan Cerbin 

11/19 Elaine Weaver 

11/20 Bob Prizzi 

11/21 Diane Misich 

11/25 Jim McClave 

11/26 Bonnie Urankar 

11/27 Jaina Blackford 

 Valerie VanHo 

11/28 Tanya Lomac 

 Trevor Tomlinson, Sr. 

11/29 Doris McClave 

 Beth McCartney 

 Ethel VanPelt 

11/30 Kelsey Saywell 

 Stevie Kostreba 

Happy 
Birthday! 

Potluck and Talent Show Friday,  December 5th  at 6:00 PM. Admission Price, 
One (1) NEW UNRAPPED TOY or EDUCATIONAL TOY  and your own table  
setting.  Beverages will be provided.  Please consider different ages for the 
toys. A SIGN UP SHEET FOR YOUR TALENT WILL BE PROVIDED. Come for this 
FUN -FILLED event!  

Time Change 
Sunday, November 2 


