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Share the Love of Chri st t
with the
Homeless/Jobless Families
of
New Life Community

We will be traveling Saturday, May 10, 2008 to clean closets and gardens.
Everyone who is able is encouraged to attend!
Please contact Melissa Patterson at (216) 501-0210 for more information.

We will also be collecting items to be delivered to New Life Community
during the months of May and June.
ltems Needed: Pots & Pans, Diapers, Silverware, Twin & Full Mattresses (new)

New Life Community

Is also starting an emergency pantry for families in need.

Letds help them fill their shelves by <c
Boxed meals, peanut butter, jelly, canned fruit, soup and vegetables.

All donated items can be brought to the church and placed
in the box located by the Mission Bulletin Board (right outside the church office)



From our Senior Pastor

MAKING WAVES

My s o ff birthdag as last month. Jim and | bought him a baseball mitt. | think we have gotten him a
baseball mitt for his birthday every three or four years since he was four. The other years we would buy bats
extra baseballs, batting helmets, cleats. He is easy to buy for because the central theme of his springtime w
always the same. BASEBALL!

| find a lot of similarities between the church and baseball. There are many different positions on a baseball
team. If the whole team were pitchers, who would catch the fly balls in the outfield? If the whole team were
short stops, to whom would they throw for a doub
Body of Christ. Our goal is to Aget homeodo saf e!
seem to be standing around waiting for something
just get Arun down! o

But when we speak of a personal faith being like baseball, | look to the batters. In the full season of our live:
we may have several fAat bats. o And t hough our b
shoulder width apart, weight on the back leg, bat held above back shoulder, etc.) the circumstances are alwe
a bit different. The pitcher, the pitches, the field, the sun, the wind, the base runners in certain positions are
factors that may change your ability to hit a single, let alone a home run.

How does one prepare for those different situations? Practice, practice, practice!!

We, as Christians, have certain basic fundamentals that remain in us as our core values in faith. Yet, we
cannot approach each faith challenge with exactly the same stance. In some situations a full swing of our fa
may be what iIis needed. We have to dig deep, rea
ball park. In other situations a sacrifice bunt is called for to allow someone else to advance in their journey
around the bases of life. Seldom do professionals ever bat over .500, but at each batting opportunity they dc
what is needed for the sake of the team, So it
bat o for Christ, we need to enthusiastically do
practice, practice.

I n this analogy, God is the coach, we are on God
getting home to God. God is at third base, visible to the whole field and giving us signs all the time. If we ar
batting God will tell us to swing away, take a pitch or lay down a sacrifice. If we are on first base, God may

give us the signto getto secanfl a st (| hesitate to use the word 0
want us to stay right where we are until we have a better chance to get safely home. How do we know the

signs? Practice, practice, practice AND keep your eye on God!

Our mission statement is that East Shore Church Shares the love of Christ through our prayers, our presenc

our gifts, and our service. Being on Godds team
presence at the playing field, our use of talents, time and tithing to keep our skills honed and ready for use a
our willingness to step up to the plate when cal

journey with Jesus. Summer, winter, spring and fall, be prepared. How? Practice, practice, practice!!

| 61 1 see yo uthais, EdstiSkorelChutcth. Game tinkes Sunday morning 10:30 and/or
Wednesday evening at 7:30. Practice, practice, practice!

Then you can say with confidence, APut me in Coa

Blessings, Jan



From our AssociatePastor
GLEANINGS FROM EZEKIEL CHAPTER 37:1-14

God spoke to the prophet Ezekiel, concerning the welfare of his people, through a series of visions. Chapter
37:1-14 is a vision of revival and restoration. Consider the following.
Condition God lead Ezekiel to a very dead and desolate place, a valley full of dry and dead bones

which was more or | ess an infor mal graveyard (I
emptiness, sadness and discouragement. And that
boneso just seemed all the more depressing (vers

There appears to be a |l ot of Adeadnesso aroun

and relationships, etc... How do we bring that which is dying or dead back to life?
We need the spiritual blueprint of a preferred future for the people of God from the Almighty himself.

AFor | know the plans | have for you, declares t
give you hope and a futureo (Jeremiah 29:11). G
munity of faith.

ChallengeGod asked Ezekiel, Aimortal, can these bo

churches, ministries, relationships with our children, spouses, other relatives and even our own personal rels
tionships with God be revived? Viewing this dilemma through human eyes, the response might be an empha

no; however, through the | ens of faith, we fiseeo
not impotent; One who says with him all things are possible; and One who further

declares that he iIis the AResurrection and the Li
one can fAraise the dead, 6 it would have to be Go

partner with him to make the fivisiono a materi al
Change How do we begin to transform our lives, relationships, churches, and communities? God in-

structed Ezekiel to prophesy or speak to the nddr
4 and 9). Christians do not | ive by fAbread alone
(Matthew 4:4). We must speak to our Adry boneso

saying, doubt, and fear. We must proclaim life even in the midst of death. We must proclaim light even in the
face of darkness. We must proclaim victory in adversity. This is radical faith that transcends intellectual asse

Ezekiel prophesied to the Adry bones, 0 and th
9) . As we prophesy to our fAdry bones, 0 things w
situations may not look like what they should be or what we want them to be right away. Be patient! Restora-
tion and renewal is a process. It takes place in stages or phases.

Note that even though Ezekiel prophesied, and saw some changes in the situation; it was not
complete. There was still no life in these creatures. It was only when he was commanded to prophesy a secc
time, calling upon the power of the Spirit/ Breat
will be no significant and lasting change without employing the agency of the Holy Spirit. We will need super-
natural and divine intervention. The Holy Spirit of God is thedif@ng, life-generating power of God; and is
responsible for renewal and regeneration in the life of Believers and the Church.

Lastly, Ezekiel obeyed God on command (verses 7and 10). If we deskisizeaesults, it must be

done as God desires it and when he desires it to
crucial to bringing the vision to full fruition.
chief goal.

ADead situationso are truly coming back to |

Peace in this resurrection season,
Jacqueline Bennett



